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do in will be afraid of him; becauſe, how much ſoever 
he ſeems to favour them, he can, upon any ſudden Caprice 
of his own, let looſe the Laws upon them, and cruſh them 
in Pieces; while every one, even a Tyrant himſelf, will 
_ praiſe them who do well: And tho, for what they call 
Keaſon of State, or, as they imagine, for the ſecuring to 
themſelves their ill-gotten Advantages, they are under a 
Neceſſity of frowning on them, they cannot but ſet an 
bigh: Eſteem. upon their Virtues, and wiſh, even when 
they take their Lives, that. all their own Servants were 
ſuch as they, and their. Names and their Memories are re- 
flected on with Bleſſings by ſucceeding Generations. 
But on the other Hand, Rebels, Villains, Atheiſts, 
Murderers, Out- lay, Men of deſperate Fortunes, Jeſuited 
Papiſts, Fhanaticks of all Sorts, and Men of diſcontented 
and unquiet Spirits, hate to hear their dear Brethren in 
Iniquity reflected on, their old helliſh Doctrines and de- 
vilich Practices ripp'd up and laid open before the preſent 
Generation, leaſt our Britiſh Iſrael (ſhould hear and fear, 
and recover their Wits, and not be perſwaded to do ſo 
— as they have done, any more, Theſe Men can't 

| the Doctrine of Non- Reſiſtance; they have been inur d 
ſo long ze reſiſt and defy the Will and Counſel of God, 
and ate fo ready to abdicate him, that he may not any 
longer rule oyer them; that to talk of their Fidelity and 
Obedience to the belt of Men, and the moſt rightful Go- 
vernors in the World, is to caft Pearls before Swine, and 
boly Things. to Dogs 3 Who, inſtead of growing the better 
ſot ſerious Admonitions, and unanſwerable Arguments, 
will, if they, any Way can, turn upon yon, and rend you. 
This. thoſe who have the Cure of Souls, and dare to diſ- 
2 Truſt with Faithſulneſs and Courage, mult 
ook for, but they muſt diſcharge their Duties reſolutely 
Kill 3 they muſt ſubmit to be made the Songs of Diunk- 
ards, the Laugbing-ſtocks of Atheiſis, the Scorn of Re- 
publicans and Rebels, and the unqueſtionable Enemies of 
thoſe who ate given to change; and while the honeſt and 
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ſcandalous and damnable Practices, and when their Brains 
and Tongues run not againlt the Men of real Conſcience ; 
ſuppoſe they may come off at laſt, in the Opinion of the 
charitable and credulous World, by pretending that what 
they do, they do for the pablict Good; if they do that 
which is in it ſelf evil and unjuſtifiable, they do it only that : 
Good may come of it; that is, they act like thoſe perjar'd 
Atheiſts who bring us in every Week, almoſt, an Account 
of ſuch as hang, or ſboat, or ſtab, or drown themſelves, or cut 
their own Throats, being Lunatick, that they may procure Chri- 
ſtian Burial for the miſerable Self · murderer, and preſerve 
the forfeited Part of his Eſtate for the Benefit of his Heirs 
and Succeſſors. And are not theſe brave and generous” 
Souls with a Vengeance? Are not they hike to have abun-' 
dance of Tenderneſs for the publick Good, who have not 
any for their own ? | know we have of late Years blotted” 
a great many out of the black Catalogue of Sins, ſuch as 
curſing their rightful Sovereign, Rebellion, Murder, Hereſy, 
Sckiſm, Sacrilege, &c. and ſeditious Writings, and Inſi- 
nuations, and rebellious Practices, and Reſiſtance of: the 
lawful ſupreme Power by Force of Arms, and Subjects 
neither fearing God, nor honouring the K ing, but delight- 
ing in the Society of thoſe who are given to change, Cr. 
are look d upon and diſcours'd of as brave Actions; and 
Coercion. and Abdication of Kings, are canoniz d and 
ſancti fyd as Virtues, and highly meritorious, even by 
Epiſcopal Hands. But whatever the Pope, by Virtue of 
the Plenarty of bis Power, may do, according to the Poſi- 
tions of the Canoniſts, we are perſwaded that no private 
Judgment, built upon Hobbian or Atheiftical Principles, can 
make Virtaes Vices, or Vices Virtues : And we are: as 
throughly convinc'd, that we cannot, without the moſt 
extreme, and damnable Guilt, do thoſe Things, which 
Scripture or common Senſe have declar'd to be ſinſul, rho? - 
all the Prelates in Chriſtendow (hould take upon them to 
aſſoil us; tho! we. pretend never ſo ſeriouſly, that we do 
them only that Good, nay; that wniverſal Good may come 
of it. And this we ſhall endeavour to prove ſrom theſe 
Words of the Apoſtle, Aud not rather as we oy 
reported, and as ſome arm that we. ſay, Let us do Evil t 
Good may come. of it, whoſe Damnation is jt. 
Which Words have a very near Dependance upon what 
went before. St. Paul was employ'd in preaching the Goſ- 


| to the Gentiles, and, by God's Bl op his Miniſtry, 
pe | and, by cling 2 


4 A'SetxMon pech on the 


titudes were daily added to tht Charch of ſuch as ſhonld be 

20 d. The Jen were enrag'd both at the Undertaking and: 
at the Succeſs © The Apoſtle pleads ancient Prophefies, by 
which the Meſſia was to be 4 Light to ligten the Gentiles, 
as well as to be the Glory of God's People; Ilrael. The Fer- 
iſb Sticklers charg'd St. Paal with little teſs than Hing, or 
giving falſe Interpretations of what the Prophets had deli- 
verd ; the Apoſtle ſuppoſes that the viſtble : Converſion 
of {o- many to the Acknowledgement of the true God, 
could not but tend muchto bis Honour ; and if by 2 
or by his aurigbtront Practice in preaching to the Gentiles, 
God was glority'd, be aſſerted it muſt be very umtaſonable 
that he, or any of his Fellow Labourers in the Goſpel, 
ſhould be condenm'd or cenſur d by the Ten. The Jent, 
tho their chief Prieſts, and Scribes, and Pharifces rejected 
the Goſpel, and purfu'd St. Paa from Place to Place, that 
might hinider his Succeſs ſo fat as contradicting and 

b} ng, and . Per ſecntion againſt him; could do it; 
yet becauſe the Temple of the Lord was among tbem, look d 
upon themſelves as more t Objects of the Meſſiat s 
Care, (if Jeſus was the Aeſſrar) than any other, ſince 
God's Name mas. call'd upon by them, he-had committed bis 
Orarlet to them, they were in Covenant with him, and by 
the Confeſſion of their Jeſus himſelf, Saluarzas was of the 
Fews. Since they then were the People of God, the Lot 
of his Inheritance, they muſt of Courſe be the hoſieſt, 
the molt innocent; the fartheſt from treſpaſſingꝭ againk the 
Laws of God, and conſequently the fitteſt Objects of 
divine Grace, beſides thoſe innumerabfe Promiſes made to 
their Tribes, that bis Birth, who was the promis d Afeſſiat, 
was to be from among them, and among them the King- 
dom of the Meſſias, when he came indeed, was to be firtt 
ſet up: But now; if the Apoſtles of this Fzfas, whom 
they calld the Meſſias, the Chrift, the Son of David, the 
. Seviow of Itracl; if they, their Country-menz Partakers 
of the fame common Hope with them, could turn from 
them, and beſtow their Labours upon the Gentiles, and 
| the Gentilut were greater Sinners than they Cibe Lord pe- 
culiar Feople) could poſſibly be, and yet the Grace of God 
was extended ſo largely to them, and the fuppos'd Meſſiat 
took ſuch extraordinary Care for their Converſion; then 
tho God's People, had cleans d their Hearts in vain, 

and waſh'd their Hands in Innecency; in vain had they 
convers d daily with the Writings of Mofes and the Prophers ; 
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in vain bad they J, an ad with the greateſt e 
Fare obſerv'd all 72 Ceremonics preſcrib d 0 
Mount Sine, 205 endeayourd jo Ne keep the 4 ng? 

ments written in the two Stone-Tabl er of 
God . himſelf, fince the Gentiles, thoſe — Ada, 
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3 'A SERMON preachd on the 
theſe- lifi-necked-Fews were the very Perſons ; but it was 
the higheſt Scandal and Blaſphemy to fix it on thoſe who 
were converted to Chriftianity among the Gentiles. 
The Jens, tho ſo great and inexcuſable Sinners, were yet 
fo highly conceited of their own Righteouſneſs, that thoſe 
who Pllow'd the, Phariſaical Mode, claim'd an Intereſt in 
the Meat, as of Right, without any Acknowledgement of 
their extream Demerits ; whoſe Humour our Saviour re- 
pteſented under the Perſon of the Phariſee in the Parable. 
be Gentiles, conſcious of their own Unworthineſs, up- 
on the firſt Approach of the glad Tidings of Salvation, 
came in with all Humility, and confeſs d their Sins, and 
'admir'd and zdord the Tendries of Mercy made to 
them, and begg d with the greateſt Earneſtneſs and Im- 
Sony that they might be admitted to it; and their 
'Caſe was laid down under the Character of the poor hum- 
ble Publican : And were not theſe much more likely to be 
juſtify d, than the others ? Upon theſe Conſiderations our 
Apoltle charges them who àſpers d him, as preaching to 
"the Gentiles, and the Gentiles as ſubmitting to that Goſ- 
pel which he preach'd, as acting upon that wicked Princi- 
<ciple of doing Evil, that Good might come of it, with e 
for ſo the original Word in the Text properly ſignifies, 
which we too foftly render ſlanderouſly : For Blaſphemy 
© is ſpeaking 200 and unpioully againſt either God 
in any Thing that may reflect upon 


© or Man, 75 
© the Glory of God, the Honour of Religion, or the Dig- 
© nity, the Reputation, or the — ** of any Man. This 
Bla is a Crime of the higheſt Nature, and which the 
malicious Tongues and Pens of Men of irreſigious, factious, 
and atheiftical Perſons are every Day guilty of, and ſleep 
upon it as quietly as if they had drunk Opium, and were ne- 
ver to be awak d out of it, but by the Torment: of Hell. Now, 
the Sew of what the Apoltle a in the Text, is this, 
1. That whoſotver maintains it to be lawful to do Evil, that 
_ ._. © Good may come of it, is worthy of Damnation. 
2. That whoſoever imputes any ſuch Principle to the Do- 
. ©. Crine of Chriſtanity, is guilty of damnable Blaſphemy. 
3. That whoſoever in any Cife whatſoever aft; upon any ſuch 
Trinciple, that Perſons Danmation is juſt, 
1. Whoſoever maintains that it's Tawfwl to do Evil, that 
gu may cone of it, that Perſon maintains that ir: Yooful 
* in ſome Caſes to do Evil, or to commit Sin ; fot din will be 
Z "Sin, whatever the Motives to it may be, and Sin i: the Tranſ- 


greſſion 
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greſſion of the Law ; and the Wages of Sin is Death, Death - 
ternal, as well as temporal; Therefore: whoever would 
have us believe that it's lawful to do Evil, would have 
us believe it's lawful for us to damn our telves; and if he 
could prove it comfortable too, he may do Miracles. 'Bes 
ſides this, whatever the pretended Aim and Intention oſ 
the Agent may be, it's impoſſible that Good ſhould be 
the genuine and natural Conſequence of any evil Action 
whatſoever ; ſo that it only argues the greateſt Folly in the 
World, for any to promiſe themſelves any good Conſequences 
from any of their unlawful Practices. It's true, the infinite 
Wiſdom of God can, and frequently does, bring Good: out 
of Evil; but he hates the Obliquity of that Action; and 
therefore, when auy Good follows po a ſinfal Action, 
God does not approve the Action by Bleſſing it, as ſome fan- 
cy, but he alters the natural Tendency of it, and or- 
ders Matters ſo as? to convince the Agents of their” ex- 
tream Folly in pretending to direct the Events of fuch 
Things as are not in their Power. N 
2. Again, whoever imputes any ſuch Principle as That 
it's lanful to do Evil, that Good may come of it, to the Keke 
on of Jeſu: Cbrif, that Perſon is guilty of dannable B 
phemry, ſince he imputes a Principle inconſiſtent with the Na+ 
ture of God, with the Reaſon of Mankind, and with what- 
ever has any Repreſentation of ſerious Religion in it, be it 
true or falſe, and with tbat holy Religion, in the fubmit- 
ting to which alone, ſince the Incarnation of the Son of 
God, Salvation can be obtain'd; . What thoſe Principles 
infus'd with the rational Soul into Man, were too weak 
to do, viz. to ſecure bim fully againſt the Violence of 
Temptation, which, while be had — in the World, 
he was liable to, that the explicite Law of God, as given to 
Adam firſt, ——_ to Noah after- the Flood, and more 
fully laid before the Houſe of Iſrael in that Law given them 
from Sinai by the Hands of Moſes, as a Mediator, was 
given to bring to paſs more cftectually ; and what the 
Moſaic Lap fail'd in, that the Goſpel of Feſus Griff was in- 
tended to make up, that a campleat Rule, by which Men, o- 
beying it, might be able to ſtand againſt all the Inſults 
of Hell, might not be wanting; which Kale, tho no Man 
in the preleat nog Nature — —_— 
come up to, yer, * e, bumbly a 1mpartial 
coplider'd, he may learn the Difference between Yirrxe 
Vice, between Obedience =_ Tranſgreſſun, and muſt 257 


* 
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' farily conclude that no Sin committed by him can be ex- 
tus d upon Account of any Good, either private or publick, 
etended to be aim'd at by him in the Doing, or/ is par- 
ona ble on any ſuch Plea; but only that it may be expi- 
atefl poſſibiy by - faxcere and hearty Repentance of the Wicked- 
peſ#:committed, and by Faith in the Blasd of 4 ſuffering Savi- 
r; which alone js able to cleanſe us from ali Sin. But to 
impute ſuch 4 belliſb Principle to the Doctrine of the Goſ- 
pet, as if it either 1 of, or ſo much as conniv'd at 
it, ia ſuch notorious Blaſpbemy both againſt Chriffianicy, and 
the bleſſed Founder of that holy Religion, as is in it elf 
- unpardonable, and conſequently the Cafe of all ſuch as 
upon any ſuch Pretence, breakany of the lea# of Chriſt's Com- 
mandmeni 8, and reach Aden fo, muſt be deſperate. We ſee how 
far our Saviour, in bis Sermon on the Mount, extends the 
Meaning of the Commandments. Every one who encoura- 
ges the unthinking Part of Mankind to limit the Import of 
thoſe Precepts to a narrower Gompaſe,takes Pains to damn hin- 
ſelf & thoſe who mind what be preacher, or reg ard-what he prites. 
3. But, when the Sophiſtry 


of atheiſtical Wits prevails up- 
on any ſo far as to make them conclude it ſanful to do E. 
vil, that Good may come of it, and that the Doctrine of Chri- 
- Ranity does really. allow of it, and conſequently the 
Perſon ſo perſwaded acts freely on ſuch a Principle, and 
males over hit Soul. to the Devil accordingly, for the common 
Good, the Dawnation of ſuch 4 Wretch, tho the Arguments 
wich brought him to it, be never ſo nice and intricate, ww? 
necefſerily be ja : As in the State of Natue, when Men 
Kept no Guard upon themſelves, when None reftrain'd the 
Aan, But wild thro Woods the: noble Savage ran, as the pious * 
Fort his it, and fo was frequently over. powerd, knock d 
oth” Head, and it may be eaten clandeſtinely, by a ſtronger 
Savage of his on Kind, tho! it was 2 very wicked _ 
for 3 Man to murder a Man when there were fo few 
them in the World; yet certainly it was a brave and ge- 
nerqus Picce of Villany, for Cain to murder his own Bro- 
ther; which Citcumſtance wonderfully enhaune d the Glo- 
ry of the Action tho without all Queſtion he was damm d 
ever for his becauſe it oblig'd Men .the more 
Powerſully ta form to themſelves proper Schemes of Go- 
ment, and diſtinguiſhing themſelves into Seperiors and 
Tin, Hlagifirates and Syed, as neceſſary for common 
uny; {ince without ſoms gercive Laws to 2 
e Pry 
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Brother might murder Brother very innecently to the End 
of the Chapter : And wis not the Benefit of Civil Govern- | 
went ſo great, as might deſerve to be purchas d at the Prict 
of a thoufand ſuch Souls as that of Cin? Rnd are not the 
Order of Cainites, or wilful and bloody Murdeters as, Can 
vue, kept up at this Day at an inconceivable Bet 
Lives and Souls, in {ſpite of Government? 1 . 
Such atiother heroick Villain was Fadas the Th 
Had not the Son of God made Man, been tracifidy) b 
could not have dy d that Death which anrient Pr | 
had dom d bim to: Hd he not been betray d by one 
his en Family, be cold not have been dz: 
not been ermily'd, and ſo dedd and hay d, the gaiity 
muſt have periſh d without Remedy: iwher it 
fo hard to find one wicked enough inoar Lord's Fadi 
bettay him, that the Devit could meet with but due Bo! 


Intrepidity <qual'd that of the gyeatett +General before a 
Battle: Was it not lte in him to vemute upon the ul. 
moſt unparallelid Action ? Fades) lad been Paitakty of 
——— RACE oy on 2 —— 
evidencing his divine Nature tom W1 

tis O Eyes; he bad eaten of bis Maticy's Bread; bad tiv'd 
undet the irrefiftible Protection df hie us Power 
and bad Murer (ot bimſetf ſo b ee his Teuk, 
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undone * want of Sy 
vert the Fury of immenſe | 
Obligarions, and all Conſiderations whatſoever, cancel'd 
With his 6wn Hands all the Bonds of Honeſty and Fidel» 
ty, and boldly put bis Soul into the Hands of the Devil, 
that he as fat as poſſible might coritribute in his Way to 
the Redemption of Mankind. It's trac; that fe tarniſh 
the Glory of his Atemevement, Mabamned would. 

72 his Followers 7 — that God would 
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their own denying the Lord who bought them, as thoſe who 
made à Saint of Jud for his Trealon, did their Maſter 
for bis : prodigious Enterpriſe: Judas in his Zeal for the 
biet Good, — the Caſe of him who ſhould betray 
im, viz. That it would have been better {or him if he bad 
new been born; which carry d with it a terrible Iunuendo. 
And thoſe, that they may ſet off divine Mercy and their 
dyn great Senle with the more Advantage, can't believe 
tithet that God had any Son coequal and coeternal with bim- 
fa or that, if he had, there was any need that he ſhould 
human Nature upon him, to ſuffer in it for the Sins of 
Mankind. No, to fave Mankind, and to ſalve God's 
Honour too, without the Suffering of the Son of God, 
and to be ſure that the Son of God ſhould be fairly put 
into the Hands bf Sinners, that he might die for Mankind, 
tho they ſeem to be very different Deſgns, yet ſince they 
both 1 to tend ſo much to the Good of the Pablict, tho 
carry d on «ne ſo wicked Ways, muſt not, according to 
ſome Mens Principles, be evil ſpoken o. 
Tho Lawfulneſs of doing Evil, that Good may come of it, 
has been ane df the beſt Pleas that has been made for that 
wont ernus Rebellion on which was irigrafted the harbarous and 
una Murder of the moſt me pious and excellent Prince 
who: ever: ſmay'd tie Scepter of theſe Kingdoms : For tho' we 
have thoſe barefad'd YVillatns, who will defend Rebellion and 
Murder at any Rate; who will make every ſingle Perſon 
A: competent Judge of the Demerits of the ſupreme Go- 
vornor, and of any, Encroachments' on the fundamental Con- 
ſtitutions of theſe Kingdoms; and if they are but Cowards 
enough to fee the Deſtruetion of the whole Nation coming 
on at 500 Years: Diſtance, (for Cowardiſe and a guilty 
cence go a great Way to build up a cruel and an an- 
merciſul Rebel, or x Defender of thoſe who are and have 
been ſuch) or Knaves enough to ſcare others out of their 
Wits with the Apprehenſions of ſuch approaching Evils 
as they don't believe one Word of themſelves, and there- 
ſore pretend to make the Depoſition and Murder of af 
A 3 inces not only lanful, but meritorious; and tho a 
long Laiſt of Rebellions and Inſurrections, either in Heathen 
or Chriſtian Countries, be thought a very good Evidence that 
our Fore-fathers were abſolute Strangers to Religion and 
common Honeſty, and an Induction of numerous Particu- 
lars of the ſame kind, be a ſufficient Juſtification of the De- 
Poſition: and Murder of Charles the Martyr, or the Abdication 
A0. 5 8 8 Or 
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or Excluſions of any of his lawful Deſcendants; yet we 
have ſome who have Cunſciences, and have founded their 
better Notions upon the plain and unwreſted Dictates of the 
infallible Word of God ; who cannot be perſwaded, but 
that in all Rebellions there are abundance of ſcandalous Sins 
committed by the rebelling Party, and thoſe ſo notorious 
and inexcuſable, that it's umpoſſible to defend them : And 
ſuch as theſe can never be ſatisfy d, unleſs it can be prov d, 
that where 4 great and good End is really propos d, Chriſtianity 
. allows us to go to the Devil for Means io attain it; and that 
thoſe brave Souls deſerve well of their Gountry, and ought 
to be gratefully commemorated for Patriots, and if a 
Opportunity be offer'd, to be ſainted, who fairly and freely 
ſell themſelves to the Devil for God's Sake, or to obtain that 
which they call the Publick God. 11 
Now, that a great and good End was by the Rebels of 
41 propos d to themſelves, and which tended extremely to 
the Good of the Publick, is what is pleaded for them 
Men of che ſame Principles at this Day; and they thi 
they may juſtly pretend to be extraordinary Pramaters of 
the common Good, who couch'd all their Complaints under 
theſe three very popular Heads, the Danger of | Religion as 
reform d from - Popery in theſe Nations, the arbitrary 
Encroachments upon the Liberties of the People, and their 
Properties; three the deareſt Things, to Engliſh-men eſpeci- 
ally, that can be thought of. That Charles the r Was 
a tyrannical Invader of every one of theſe, was the 
laid againſt him by the mercenary Trumpeters of Sedition in 
theſe Days, and urg d as ſufficient Grounds for their for- 
cible Oppoſition to their lawful 2 and all the 
dreadful Conſequences of it; we'll conſider each ot them 
** impartially. | 
1. Religion, as founded on the Goſpel of ow Chriſt, is 
the molt precious Jewel that any People or Nation can be 
bleſs d with: This Religion had, by the wonderful Good- 
neſs of God, been planted in this particular Nation very 
early, and if not by an Apoſtle, which is very probable, 
yet certainly by olical Men, and Britain had its Mar- 
tyrs and Confeſſors to adorn the Diprychs of the Church. 
This pure and undefil'd Religion, as firſt planted among 
us, was, in a long Courſe of Years, difturbd by 4rianiſm, 
infected by Pelagioniſm, and overwhelm at latt, tho 
| — by the ſuper/fitions Uſurpations and abominable 1dola- 
try of the Church of Rane: But God, in bis own Time, 
Was 
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j eas d to reſcue bs'ftom Popiſh Tddlarry, as he had done 
I 1 of Pagquiſm before ; and to raiſe up Men of in- 
comparable Couitaze and Piety, who, without bteakin 
in upon that Form of Government which our Saviour an 
dis Apoſtles had appointed in his Church, laid open the 
Errors and Abuſes of the Synagogue of Rome, furniſh d us 
with ſuch a Liturgy as was t to retrieve the Spirit of 
fincere and primiive Devotion and Holineſs z and took 
Care that the pure and n 
pel ſhould be preach d, erſons 'y commiſſion'd, in 
Trey | body yr Land — —— — 80h, a Refor- 
mation appear d in the Reign of Henry t we en- 
joy d a —— Light of it under Edward the 6th. The Sky 
was clouded for a while under his unhappy Siſter Mary, 
but ſhone out again with an invidious Lultre in the Days 
of Queen Elia abelb, his other Siſter, in the peaceable Reign 
of James the 1ſt, and in that of Garles the iſt, of bleſſed 
Memory, with a yet more vigorous Brightneſs, the un- 
ſeigned Piety and Devotion of the Sodereign giving a new 
Liſe to declining Piety, and exciting every ſincere Chri- 
lian to a cheerful Imitation. This was the State of Things 
in thoſe Days. „ 1. | 
That Religion thus roform d, ſhould be vala'd above all 
Things in this World, was highly reaſonable. The Prince, 
In che Event, prev d himſelf throughly prepat d to Die a 
Martyr for it; nay, and I have heard a zealons Puritan de- 
elare, that he did not doubt but that that violently perſe- 
aned Arch-biſhop Land, however charg'd with Popiſh In- 
-dlinations, would have barn'd-at a Stake, rather than have 
deen reconeil'd to the Church of Rome. And we have ve- 
4 good Aſſutance, that many of the Biſhops and inferior 
ergy of that Age, were in the ſame Sentiments: That the 
Nation in general lock d on themſelves, on account of 
the Nature and Compleatneſs of our Reformation, and 
the numerous Securities of Law for its Protection, as more 
— — any of its Nerghbours, is not to be wonder'd 
at; but true Love to Chriſtian Religion conſiſts not ſo 
much in giving it good Words, as in living according to 
ie Preſcniptions. Popery, as contradiftinginſh'd/ from un- 
| Gvrapred Ariſtianity, was a Kisg- filling, Ring- depoſing, re- 
_ belliow Religion, and ſo tepreſented to us by all the true 
Friends of the Reformation; and under that Character was 


Justy expos'd'- to" the Hatrell of every good: Chriſtian. 
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Javful Governors, to the Fd as well as to the Geojle,| to to 
the Papiſt as well as to the Enemies of Popery, 22 
as well as to the Good; — — 
＋ li 1! rhoogh — — Fo ve 

as litt t that i come 
11 as they tell us Ricker oo then Fog 
ers, as St. Pau could ſuppoſe any who call'd 
Chriſtians, mould preſs bis Dilcoee inthe 131 
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of thoſe Days, and domanienifr is al af een a-kin 
opery as it was then; and to prevent theſe · ſatal De- 
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2. As for the Liberties of the Peaple of t 
they are ſuch old „ 
been dend from the anrient Bricaing, ſome fro 
man. e Rik — 
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minated, and NE vp agreeable to 
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wrelted out of the Hands of the Sortreign by — of 
Arms, by the rebellious Barons, not 1 but French : 

duch were the Charta de —— the Agne Cherre, 
which have ſince been d, the latter efpecially, by 
ſeveral Kings i * —.— 1 of by wich g the Fets 
ters put upon NES ; w great 
ter making them leis able to oppole the Eneroachments of 


the Court of Rene, and the aten Party, perde 


1 ——— 


— 


14 A SERMON preachd on the 


wonderfally to fear Tyranny and arbitary Government, being 
always ready to join with the Pope and his moſt zealous 
Dependants againſt the Crown, the Anathema's of the Church 
were frequently thunder d out againſt all Infringers of the 
great Chartar in a very ſolemn Manner, by the Arch-bi- 
ſhops and their Suffragan Biſhops of this Kingdom. By which 
Means, the Court of Rome being like! to engroſs all tempo- 
ral Power among us, and even to excommunicate and de- 
poſe Kings in Ordine ad ſpiritualia, our Popiſh Princes, with 
the three Eftates in Parliament, were oblig d to make thoſe 
famous Statutes of Proviſors and Præmunire, tho' not with- 
ont ſome Difficulties from the Clergy ; which, tho not 
very ſtrictly obſerv'd, did yet put ſome conſiderable Check 
to the Papal Power and Ulſurpations. But as the Immu- 
nities of the great Charter were gotten by rebellious Force at 
firſt; ſo they have proſper d accordingly ; the Liberties of 
the Charch having been entirely (lighted, which thoſe Ana- 
thematiſmg Biſhops were ſo careful of; tho they are the 
fof Things promis d to be maintain d in the great Charter, 
and every particular Article in it relating to the L- Sub- 
jelt, being, as we all know, broken thro every Day. A- 
gain, ſome of the Subjects Liberties in this Kingdom have 
been founded upon peculiar Statutes, ſuch as the Petition of 
Right, and the Alt for Triennial Parliaments, paſs d in the 
— ＋ Charles iſt, and the Habeas Corpus, and the Tri- 
— 


Parliament 4 renew'd of late Years, and kept as 

itly as moſt of the Articles of Magna Charta. Now, it's 
not to be doubted that thoſe Liberties, when obtain'd, and 
once legally and freely confirm'd, were bighly valuable to 
 Engliſh-men ; to endeavour to ſecure and tranſmit them 
to our Poſterity in a regular and chriftian Way, is very 
commendable. Charles the 1/t, of bleſſed Memury, was charg'd 
with Encroachments upon them; whether it was lawful 
to do Evil, that theſe Liberties, which were certainly good, 
might be retriev'd, and whether thoſe who pretended to 
retrieve them, did not take wicked Courſes, for that, is 
the Conſideration before us. 15 7 
3. The next Thing that the Subjects of England make a 
great Noiſe with, is what they call Property. Now, 
Property, as we commonly underſtand it, according to 
nel, is the higheſt Right that a Man hath or can have 
to any Thing, and no Vay depending upon any other 
: Man's Courteſy ; and this, ſays that Author, none in our 
Kingdom can be ſaid to haye in any Lands or Tene- 
OF : ments, 
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ments, but only the King in the Right of his Crown, 
* becauſe all the Lands:tbroughout the Realm are in the 
Nature of Fees, and hold either mediately, or immedi- 
* atcly from the Crown. This Word, nevertheleſs, is us d 
for that Right in Lands and Tenements that common 
© Perſons have, becauſe it importeth as much as rile Do- 
* »:ininm, i. e. as a Right to all the Profits ariſing from 
* thence, tho not Directum, or an abſolute and independent 
Right. So that indeed every Man's Property conſiſts 
in that Right he has to or in his Wife, or Children, or 
Servants, whom no Man can take from him, or appropri- 
ate to himſelf, according to Law; or to his Hhuſe, which 
is therefore call d his Caſtle; or his Lands, Goods, or Chattels, 
which, being capable in his own Perſon to do, be 
has by a juſt and lawful Title purchas d or inherited from 
his Anceſtors, and that with ſo good S:curity, that the 
Sovereign himſelf cannot deprive him or his of it, unleſs, 
by ſoine ill Managament of himſelf, he incurs a Forfeiture 
ot them by Law. Now, this is ſuch a Priviledge as the 
Subject cannot pretend to under abſolute and arbitrary 
Governors, ſuch as are the Monarchs of Jury, Perſia, Indo- 
ſtane, China, or nearer home, the French Kings, the German Em- 
perors in their bereditary Dominions, and all the Sovereign 
Princes in that ſpacious Country, as the Kings of Pruſſia, 
Dakes of Bavaria and Saxony, Dukes of Hannover, Palatines 
of the Rhine, and Landgraves of Heſſe, &c. This Right, or 
real Property to and in what they poſleſs, doubtleſs adds 
very much to the Felicity of Engliſh Subjects; it lays an 
extraordinary Obligation upon them to be ready to ſerve, 
and aſſert the Rights of their [awful Princes cheerfully and 
faithfully, ſince it is by their Grants and Condeſcen/uons, and 
under the Protec ian of their Laws, that they enjoy this Pro- 
perty in what, they have, againſt all the-Encroachments 
and Violences of their fellow Subjects; every one's Right 
to meum Or tuum, is determin'd in his Courts, and Juſtice 
done to every one according to his rightful Pretenſrons, un- 
leſs the Ignorance, Partiality, or mercenary Humour of the 
Judges prevent it, where this Right or Property is illegally 
violated, and fuch Violations too were charg'd upon the 
Martyr of this Day, To re- aſſert and re-ſettle-this Property, 
is doubtleſs what tends to the publick Good; to do it in 
juſt and regular. Methods, argues the Perſon who attempts 
it, a Man of a brave and publick Spirit, a true Patriot, a 
ſincere Lover both of his Foes and Country; but * P 
KY. > ther 
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ther for the Attainment of this Good, it be lanful ro do Evil, or 
3 -a Sin of any Kind, requires a farther Diſqui- 

10n. | 

We ſee then, that to juſtify, to ſtand by, and regularly, 
and, as Chriſtians, to maintain our holy Religion, as reforms d 
from Papery to value it above all Things in this World, 
and to be ready to lay down our Lives; to part with every 
Thing that's near and dear to us, our Souls only excepted, 
in Defence of it, is very good; to ftand by, and vindicate 
thoſe juſt Liberties and Privileges which have been deliver d 
down to us by our Predeceflors, according either to Com- 
mon or Statute Law; and to ſet a juſt Value upon the gra- 
cious Condeſcenſions of our lawful Sovereigns, and, that 
for the Sake of the Donors, is very good; to juſtify, and 
defend our own, or our fellow Subjects real Properties in 
what they poſkeſ: under the Protection of the King's Laws, 
and according to his Laws, ſo that we, or they, may not, 
by Fraud or Violence, be robb'd or diſpoſſeſs d of them, 
all this is very good too; it's what all good Chriſtians, all 
good Subjetts, all Divines of 7pdgment and Sincerity, all Sages 
of the Law, who underttand the Cuſtoms and Uſages of their 
Country, who make it their Buſineſs and Intereſt to pro- 
mote ſuſtice and Equity; nay,what all goodand ſober Men will 
at all Innes commend, and vindicate, as there is Occaſion: 
But, now, where a Charge lies again any Man, juſtly or 
unjaſtly, that he aims at, or endeavours the Deſtruction 
of the reform d Religion, and introducing Popery, Arminia- 
niſm, or any other Error or Innovation whatſoever, 
there thoſe Perſons, who pretend to redreſs that Evil, mult | 
be Perſons of real Conſcience, ſteady and wnalterable in their 
2 75 Principles; ſuch as will neither be infiuenc d by 
profeſs d Papitts, nor by Roman Prieſts or Jeſuits in Clokes, 
or plain and ſbort Cravats ; they mult be ſuch as are 2ea- 
lous 1 the preſent Conſtitution and Government 
of the Church, both in their Perfons, and in thrir Intereſts, 
who won't be perſuaded ont of any one Point of Trath, in 
_ Favour of a Party, tho never fo numerous or threatening, 
or of their Leaders z they muſt be Enemies to Libertines, 
Men of atheifical or profane Humours, to Sacrilege, or to a 
general Contempt of,” and Indifferency in Religion; the redreſ- 
ſing of Grievances in Religion, When honeitly and lawfully 
Undertaken, is God's Work ; arid we may reaſonably expect 
it ſhou'd proſper in ſuch Hands as 1 have menmion'd, and 
in m others. A. 
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dinary Taxes and Inipofitions, Which, to be ſure, are the 
greatelt and heavieſt al other Grievances, a5 invading 


eſently to raiſe a mighty Army, and equip, and put 0 
Kon a. Fleet of fifty or ſicty Men of War, 0 burn and de- 
roy all they could come at, in Revenge of the Injury, 
when, it may be, the Envoy Refidens might, in one thort 
Conference, get entire Satisfaction for the Damage; ſuch 
a Zeal might have a Shew of Kindneis to the fuftering Gen- 
tleman, or innocent Villagers; but at would be luch a 
Redreſs of a private Injury, as wanld in a little Tune undo 
the Publick : Such Politics are inexcuſable in thole who 
ſet up for Patriots, and all thoſe who make the julteſt 
Complaints of the Infringement of their Liberties, may 
more julily beg of God, that he uo ald Celiver them from 
ſuch Deliverers ? The Fable tells us what the Frye rot by 
begging the Man s Aſſiſtance againſt the Hat; and 

Counſelis very ſeldom fuccecd better. | 

Farther yet: Thoſe who ſet up to reſcue the Property of 
their fellow-Subyefts, mult be ſuie to be Men of very clean 
Hands themaſelves, who have no Eye to any private Profit 

or Advantage of theit on, but only to the Good of the 

Publick, and the Sifety of their Brethren; they muſt be 

able to make ſuch r all the World, A" 
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and as Sonvel-did to the People of Iſrael, when Corab and 
is Company would needs ufurp both the Prieſthood and the 
vil Government; and, when Iſrael, weary of God's more 
immediate Government, would needs have 4 King, like 
their neighbouring Nations, to go in and out before them, wholc 
Honour ſome very great Men, both among the Greeks and 
Romans, ſeem to have been very emulons of. The Griping, 
Rapacity, and-Selfiſhneſs of the great Officers of an Imperial 
Court, are commonly very notorious, and very ſcandalous, 
While they take Care only to enrich themſelves, and to 
make their Maſters and the Pablick Beggars. None can 
Jultly find Fault with ſuch as complain of ſuch intolerable 
"Abaſes ; and they who fpeak, and who ' petition the 
Throne againſt them, certainly do well; but when thoſe 
who pretend to mourn over the ſuffering Publict, and to 
"complain of 4 preſent Miniſtry, have no other De ſign, but 
to undermine and expoſe em, that they themſelv:s may get 
their Places, and have an Opportunity of fleccing the Pub- 
„lick, as well as their Predeceſſors, and to build up their 
on Fortunes and Families upon the Ruins of their Coun- 
try; ſuch are Txaytors, and more ſs than thoſe whom they 
atccus d before, to their Country and their Sovereign ; and 
Nation, if they can but think a little, muſt needs know, 
that à Swarm of hungry Flies will fuck the running Sore 
more eagerly thau theſe who have ſatiated themſelves by 
long feeding on it before. Men of this Temper, who 
Rudy nothing but to engroſs that to themſelves the Uſe 
(of which they grulge to others, are no Patriots, no good 
Commonwealths Men, nor Friends or Guardians of the 
Property of the Subject. . „ 0 
Now, Where . and popular Undertakers, who, 
like ambitious and rebellious Abſalom or Fereboam, (who 
! pretended ſo much to caſe: the People of Iſrael from the 
Burthens laid upon them by David and Solomon) will ſet 
up for more zzalous Patrons of Religion, Liberty, and Proper- 
ty, than either theirdawful Princes, or the bef. inclin'd of 
their fellow Subjefts. : The Means they make uſe of to com- 
paſs what they pretend to, muſt be more curiouſly en- 
qurr'd into; and wlliat the Patriots of Forty One made uſe 
of to repreſs the Popiſh and Tyrannical Iuclinations of Charles 
the firſt, of bleſſed Memory, were tuch as theſe. 
1. They rais d rebellious Arms againſt their King; and 
" when-they acknowledg'd the Power of the Militia in theſe 
: Kmgdoms, to be veſted in the King only, by the fynde- 
1885 | . ments 


K„— — — —— 
96 2 * 


© Thirtieth of January, 1744. "> _ 


mental Laws of our Cunſtitution, they yet, contrary to all 
Law and juſtice, wreſted that Power out of his Hand; 
took upon them, by their ownAuthority,j.e. without any Au- 
thority at all, to put the Kingdom into Poſture of Defence, 
as they call d it, not againſt any foreign Invaders, (for none 
of their Neighbours were in a Condition to give them 
Diſlurbance) but againſt the ja Conftitation-Power of their 
rightful Sovereign, whom tome of the leading Fattionifts in 
that unhappy Aſſembly, had fore-reſolv'd to provoke to the 
utmoſt; and therefore made ſuch early Proviſion againk all 
Events, that they concluded, with Probability enough, 
that they ſhould eaſily cruſh any Oppoſition he cauld. make 
againſt them at once, and quickly render him only a liſe- 
10 Image of Authority, if they ſpar d his Life. Theſe great 
hings were not to be done at an Inſtant, as they very 
well knew ; the Piety, Prudence, and admirable Temper of 
the King, had made his Character too great to be over= 
thrown with a ſingle Blaſt. This, therefore, they endea - 
vour'd to blacken as faſt as they could; and, in hopes of 
ſome Advantage againſt him, by his Refuſal to redreſs them, 
they laid all their Grievances, with theix utmoſt Aggrava- 
tions, not without a notable Mixture of Romance and Ficli- 
on, in the rougheſt Terms, before him, and before the 
whole Nation, that they might render that excellent 
Prince odious to his People; under whoſe Government, in 
ſpite of all the Miſmanagements or Exceſſes charg d upon 
it, they had liv'd for many Years in ſuch Peace and Plenty, 
as they had never enjoy d before nor. ſince. But that good 
King redreſs d their Grievances ſo faſt, and ſo freely, that 
the greater Number of that Parliamentary Aſſembly were 
entirely ſatisfy'd ; they knew not what to deſire more, 
they had diſcharg d the Truſt committed to them by their 
Principals, and fuppos'd they might have return'd Home, 
eſpecially when they had ſecur d Triennial Parliaments, 
with the Fayour of their Sovereign, -and the Bleſſings and 
Applauſes of their Fellow - Subjects. But this was very 
far from the Thoughts of the intriguing Faction : T he King 
was reſolyv d ke non d be King ill, and that he would go- 
vern only by Law, and aſſert his Prerogative Royal no far- 
ther than that would juſtify it. They refolv'd ke. ſbould 
not be King, that he ſhould have 0 Prerogative at all, that 
no Law ſhould ſecure him from their Violence and Inſo- 
lencies, and went ſo far at laſt, as, by a never equall d tyrannical 
Arbizrarineſs, to declare, that, for the Future,noubing fond y 
| cem 
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deem d to be Law, bomever it had been enacted and practit d 
en in former Times, but what ſhould be declar d to be Law 
the two Hoſes ; which were no more a Parliament, ſince 
neither the King, nor the Lords ſpiritual, had zny Concern 
among them, either by Comiſſion or by Proxies, than a 
City Common-Council are, or a Court of Aſſiſtants in an 
incorporated — In Proſecution of their wicked 
Purpoſes, the two —5 rais d a numerous A; nan d a 
General; provided and commiſſion d him and his Othcers ; 
ſeiz d his Majeſty's Lands, Revenues, Caliles, Magazines, 
Fleets; left him no Choice, but to withdraw from 
his Royal Palaces near London, to be rudely _—_ every 
Day by the Mob, or to ſurrender himſelf a Priſoner. The 
frſt he choſe, and found ſuch a Spirit of Loyalty ſtill ſur- 
viving in the North and Weſtern Parts of his Kingdom, that 
he firlt got a Guard to ſecure his Royal Perſon againſt any 
ſudden Inſult, and at laſt drew together, beyond what his 
Enemies expected or fear'd, a Body of Men, who had the 
Face of an Army, tho' far inferior to that of the Rebels, 
and tho he had neither Arms to furniſh them with, nor 
Money to pay them. . s | 
All this, notwithſtanding, like common Proftitutes, they 
cry d Whore firſt ; and when they themſclves had an Army, 
and all Things brought in with abundance of forward 
Teal and Eagerneſs, by Virtue of the ſeditious Harangues 
of the Calamy's, and Caſe's, or Caryls, at Guild-Hall, who 
laid out their miſchievous Eloquence, to calumniate their 
Sovereign, and the reform d Church of England, under his 
Protection, and to fright the poor ignorant Multitude out of 
their Wits ; and the poor King had none at all, and had 
been refus'd Entrance into his on Town of Hull, where he 
had a good Magazine of Arms and Ammunition of his own ; 
honeſtly voted, © That the King, {:duc'd by evil Coun- 
©, had withdrawn himſelf from his high Court of Par- 
© Hament, intending to raiſe War againſt them; when all 
which that pious and excellent Prince fought for, was on- 
ly Peace, and when they themſelves did not believe he was ca- 
pable either of raiſing, or of arming any conſiderable For- 
ces. Here then, by arming againſt their Sovereign, and 
that when he had redreſs d all their Grievances, and had 
granted them more Privileges and Advantages than the 
moft pops ar of his Predeceſſors had ever done, from the Con- 
queſt to that Day, they commenc'd opentRebels; they, as 
 Traytors, met their Sovereign in the Field; and while, in 
| their 
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their General's Commiſſion, they pretended a particular Re- 
ſpect to his Perſon, they — their undiftinguiſhin 
Artillery principally at that particular Part of the Fiel 
where they knew him to be; but the gracious Providence 
of his God was a better Protection to his Royal Perſon, 
than their bo me Commiſſion. 
Now, Rebellion either = 2 who is King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords, as well as againſt his 
Vicegerents and Repreſentatives here on Earth, is, according 
to Scripture, as the Sin of Witchcraft, i. e. they who are 
uilty of it, renounce God and all their Affiance in, and 
ependance on him, and pat on the Atbeif as really and 
entirely as they do, who in a ſolemn Manner devote their 
Souls to the Devil, by declaring themſelves Enemies to 
their Mater; they ſet up their own belliſb Principles, pick d 
up from ſuch as ſ in 1h:ir Hearts, there is no God; and as 


for the Oracles of the true God, they caſt them altogether 


behind their Backs, and wreſt, and twiſt and turn them, 
ſince they can't blot them out of that which all Chri- 
ſtians call the Book of God, till, with thoſe of the Church 
of Rome, they have made Scripture a Noſe of Wax, 4 Boot 
any Foot, or what themſelves pleaſe; and whoever 
among thoſe who aſſume the Office of Paſtors and Gover- 
nors in the Church of Chriſt, maintain the Lawfulneſs of Re- 
bellion againſt rightful Princes, whether under the Title of 
Qercion, Depoſitron, Abdication, or downright Marder, or 
will perfwade the World that Sovereign Princes, by 
every Exerciſe of Power beyond what the Letfer of the 
Law will bear, do depoſe or abdicate themſelves from their 
own Sovereignty ; which was, in effect, what ſhameleſs Cook, 
both in his traiterous Charge againſt Charles the fir, and in 
his Vindication of it, and Bradſham, in his illegal and impudent 
Hirang ue at the Tryal of that Great Prince, urg d. All ſuch, 
ter em pretend what they will, of an Eye to the publick 
Good in fuch Determinations, are in the Senſe, both of the 
Roman and the Engliſh Laws, if Subjefts born, or Inhabitants 
of theſe Kingdoms, Traytors and Rebels; and as ſuch Rebelli- 
ons always involve the Countries concern'd in Foreign of 
in Cvil Wars, they are of much more miſchievous and fa- 
tal Conſequence, than all the illegal or tyrannical Actions of 
a ſingle Perſon can be. This the Experience of all-Ccuntricy 
roves; and whoever moves ſuch Rebellions, and Lys the 
ndarion of fuch" Civil Wars on the Pretence of remedying 
the moſt apparent Grievances in the World, tha Perſos 
: is 
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is juſtly damm d; he's guilty of certain Evil, on Pretence of 
doing wncertain Good 3 which neither the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, nor of any truly Evangelical Preacker, ever allow d; 
and: the Safety 5 the whole is in infinitely greater Danger 
when a Harius, a Sylla, or a Cynna, or a Catiline, raiſe or cariy 
on a Civil Mar; or when a Wat Tyler, or Fack Cade, take upon. 
them to be publick Reformers, than any People can fuffer un- 
der the molt extravagant Tyrannies of a Caligula, a Nero, a 
Domitian, a Julian, a Ruſſian Waſilowick, or an Engliſh Ri- 
chard the third, as any who are acquainted with our own or 
foreign Hiſtories, mult needs acknowledge; and this is the 
more maniſeſt, becauſe every Rebellion is accompany d 
2. With abominable Perjuries. A thinking Rebel, when he 
draws his Sword againſt kit rightful Sovereign, mul} throw 
away the Scabbard, tay the Men of Politics. He can't rea- E 
ſonably expect Mercy, therefore he mult fight it out to the 
laſt, either die or conquer, as Saluſt and Florus tell us; that 
every one almoſt of Catiline's Followers, in the Battle with 
the Conſul Antonius, cover d the ſame Spout of Ground when be 
ell down dead, which be ſtood on deſperately fighting before. 
Thoſe who reduce themſelves to this Neceſſity, muſt not 
trouble themſelves about the Obligation of Oaths, tho 
drawn up in the ftricteft Terms which any Language can 
afford. Thus we are told, that Cetom. bouſe Oaths among 
Merchants, are only Matters of Courſe, and very few 
think them to be of Force enough to hinder Traders from 
cheating the Government; and our modern Politicians, make 
Oatht and is with Reſpect to Princes, much of the 
ſame inſignificant Nature. And upon ſuch Principles went 
the Rebels of ** one; not one Commoner enter d into 
the lover Houſe of Parliament, but who had taken the Oaths 
of Allegiance and Supremacy to Charles the Martyr ; not one 
of thole who countenanc'd taking up the Sword againſt 
him, either in Vote or Aion, but broke it; not one 4/dreſs'd 
bim, but who own d himſelf his oft faith ful and loyal Sub- 
15 not one of thoſe who took up Arms againit, and 
ought his Life, but who prov'd himſelf, according to the 
Laws then in being, 4 perjur d Rebel, and 4 Traytor. They 
{wore, That they believ'd him to be the, ſole ſupreme Power 
both of Church and State; they impioully robb d lam of his 
Supremacy.in both; they declar'd 10 King and People, that 
it was not ſo much as in their Thoughts to loeſen the gol- 
den Reins of Government and Diſcipline. in the Church; but 
they gare not over ull they had eutirely overturn'd it, and 
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"till they had ſworn falſly, making 4 Covenant entirely to 
root out that ſacred Form of Government, which Chriſt only 
and alone had appointed in his Church. They often ap- 
peal d blaſphemouſly to God, the great Searcher of Heatts, 


and to the poor de/nded Multitude, who neither knew theirs, - 


nor their own, 2s to the Sincerity of their Intention to make 

that King the greateſt, the richeſt, and the moſt glorious King 

who ever ſway d the Engliſh Scepter; but they actually ſtript 

him of all his Regalia, of all his royal Revenue; hunted him 

for a long Time, 4 4 Partridge in the Mountains, till at 

length he was unhappily taken in their Nets; and then 

they ſtript him of his precious Life in the molt barbarous 

and uvparallell'd Manner that was ever heard of in any 

ecedent Age or Nation: And was it poſſible for any to 

| more horribly perjur'd before God, than thoſe harden'd 
9 Wretches were? | ; 

3 We have\ a great many Sermons preach'd before the two 

Houſes, by the Pulpit- Incendiaries of that Age, tranſmitted 

down to us: Mr. Baxter ſuppoſes them to be Diicourſes 

far beyond any Thing which the ancient holy Fathers of the 

Church had bleſs d the World with ſince the Apoſtles 

Times. Thoſe Sermons indeed run in a very different Strain 

from any Thing which either the Fathers or the Apoſtles 

have bequeath'd us; for there we find all the Arzu- 


Bradburys, and the reſt of that Crew, have rak d together 
in Defence of Rebellion, and the Reiifttance of rightful 
Princes by Force; and they'll always be a Repertorium 
Acanonicum for the falſe Brethren, who are ever, Viperslike, 
tearing out the Bowels of their koly Mother, and proftitu- 
ting her to the malicious Inſults of numberleſs Sets and 
Parties. I find in thoſe Diſcourſes, perpetual Alarms to 
War, perpetual Calls of the poor unthinting Mob, to the 
Help of the Lord againſt the Mighty Curſes pour d out a- 
gainſt all ſuch as did the Work of the Lord negligently, or 
who wit held their Swords from Blood; Exlortations to ſtrike 
the Baſilick Vein, and Aſſurances that there might be Peace 
4s eaſily made berween Heaven and Hell, or God and the Devil, 
as between the King, and what theſe bloody Zealots fallly 
call'd the Parliament, 8c. But thoſe Bel-neathers of Sedition 


to (hew a due Reſpe& to the Fountain of it; nor upon 
the Commons, to look back upon their own Oaths to the King 
and Government, and not to 0 k the Oub of God, by riſing 

| oe up 


ments which the Sidzeys, the Locks, che . Burnersy/[ this 


never call'd upon the Peers to remember their Honours, and 
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up againſt their King; for they had all taken theſe Oarhs 
| —— when ny Were ordain'd or inſtituted into any Be- 
2 and had broken thro them all without any Scruple 
of Conſcience; no, they were ſo far from any ſuch Fide- 
iy uo God, to the King, or to the Souls of thoſe whom they 
Pfretendeu to inſtruct, that they perſwaded Apprentices and Ser- 
vunt⸗ to leave their Places, and that Service they legally ow d 
to their Maſters that they might rim into Rebellion arainſ 
their King, and, if kill'd in that Sm, be damn d tor ever. 
And when that moſt gracious Prince had all the Foot of 
Effex: Amy at his Mercy, and taking their Arms 
from them, gave them all their Liberty to return to their 
own Houſes in Peace, oniy ſwearing, that they d never 
bear Arms again againſt their Sovereign; a Grace which 
they neither expected nor deſerv d; theſe, worſe than Po- 
piſh Prieſts, by the Plenarty of their Power, abſolv d them all 
from that Oath, conjur'd them into the Rebel-Army again, 
and it was obferv'd, that thoſe Men fought with greater 
Animoſity and Fiercenefs againſt their roo merciful Prince 
aſternardi, than they had done before. But indeed, when 
once the Subjects of that Age were grown Kebels, no Oaths 
would hold thoſe who join d them; their Baptiſ mal or Eu- 
chariftical Vows, if they ever had been baptis d, or been Com- 
mumicants, were trampled under Foot ; their forma! Prote- 
ftation was interpreted away, nay, and that pretions Idol 
the Covenant, which had been fo powerfully recommended 
by their Caryli, Calamys, Caſes, Murſbals, Owens, Guoimyns, 
and other Members of the Aſſembly of Divines, who were 
Hobiffionaries into the Country and Armies, to any on that ſel- 
10 Work of Perjury, was thrown away by the prevailing 
Party among themſelves with more Scorn and Contempt than 
all the Royal. Ade ſſaget for Peace had been before. And whe- 
ther, for jo great a Part of the Nation 10 be indolv d in dam- 


z | nable Peryury, for averting the imaginary Dangers of Religion 
1 Liberty, Property, was not doing Evil, that Good nig e 
= come of it, I leave to all Chriſtians to determine: But when 


the Rebels were once xeconcil'd to Perjury, they preſently fell, 
3. Into abrminable Sacrilege, one of thoſe dins which 
4 Scviprare and Antiquity, Hearhen, Fewiſh, and Chriſtian, brand 
q | with all the ugly Characters winch can be exprets'd. Cain 
3 | is ju{tly ſuppos d to have been guilty ot this Sin, becaufe, 
be had offer'd rightly, he had 11ot rightly divided be teen 
bis Maker and Inmictf. Pharauh Kine ot Egypt, when 
iufluenc d by che Coumiels of inſpir d Foſeph, would not 
2 bes | DUL- 


* 
„ wow 4 — ©» _ _—— 


Thirtieth of January, 1775. 29 
of Schiſm, Hereſy, Sedirion, Rebellion, and Athtiſm : Conſcience, 
unleis it were Conſcience of their own Wilken „ Was 
no Cauſe of their Aon-Conformity, upon the Reſtoration 
of the Government in Church and State; but it was a pe- 
nal Obſtinacy in ſeme, and a fooliſh Obſequiuyſneſs to their 
former Seducers in others, which threw and kept them art 
of their #»deſery'4 Preferments ; and methinks nothing's 
— ri, eg a Story of one we ral 

gutefeus in the great Rebellion, weeping as he paſs d aſong 
thro the Ruins of London, after the terrible Conflagration of 
66, who never ſhed, that we hear of, one repeming Tear 
for that infinitely more dread{sl Conflagratiun which Fe "aud 
bis Fellon-Incendiariet had rais d thro' three, ctherwiſe quiet 
and happy, Kingd-ma, by their fedirious Speeches and S- 
mont. he Cry of Blood is fill loud :gainſt them, and will 
never ceaſe 'rill Juice rakes Place, at leaft, upon the Fillas- 
ers of thelr Principals. Now, to murder Princes, Nobles, and 
Inferior Perſons, without Diſtinction, with the Excuſe of 
only endeavouring to rerieve ſuffering Religion, Liberty, and 
Property, ih leaſt, doing Evil, that Good may come of it ; 
the Damnation of all mhich Kind of Teachers and Prattitioners 


15 juſt, | (207 
5 Thoſe who, being Relels againft their lamſal Princes 
and Governors, ate dipp d in Perjury, Sacrilege, aud uur, 
have no Way to fapport themſelves in their Extravagan- 
cies, but by adding Sin to Sin, by breaking thro, and fet- 
ting at nought, all the eftabliſh d Lans both of God and Mm; 
for when they have refilte4 them who are the Ordinance of 
God, and have, unleſs God give them the Grace & fincere 
Repentance, iliſur d Damnation to themſelves, and ſeem con- 
tented with the Purchaſe, they have nothing elſe to fand 
in Feat of. Charles the Martyr was, as their blaſphemons High 
Court of Fuſtice declar'd him, a Tyrant, 4 Traytor, and 4 H. 
derer, Titles very inconſiſtent with his real Character; but 
whether they believ d themſelves or no, they, inſtead ofeaſi 
the People from any ſuch Injuftice as they ſaid they had ſuf- 
fer d under him, rctolv'd to ow-do him in every Particular ; 
they were avow'd and notorious Traytors, in making Addreſſes 
to the French King, and begging Protection from him, a 
Papiſt too, againſt their own natural Proteſtant Sovereign, 
and in entertaming an Azent from Cardinal Richlicu in E. 
dinburg, an admitting him into all their ſerret Gunſels 
for the Eſtabiiſhment of the Reformation : 10 were Trayors, 
for holding Correfpondenice nith the Rebels of another —_ 
om, 
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dom, and inviting Foreigners (for ſuch the Scots then were) 
to invade their native Country, They were Traytors for ſhat- 
ting the Gates of bis own Town and Fort of Hull again}} their 
Sovereign. They were Traytors for murdering Canterbury 
and Strafford, againſt all the Laws of England, by 4 barbarous 
ederacy, to have their Lives ſacrific d, at any Rate, to 
the unjuſt Malice of their Brother-Rebels the Scots, and paying 
them ſo profuſely for that trayterous Invaſion winch they 
had made. They were Traytors for making 4 comnterfeit 
Great Seal for coining Money of their own, and uſurping to 
themſelves, without any Pretence or Countenance of Law, all 
the Royalties of the Imperial Crown of England; and, leſt they 
ſhould fail in any Reſpect of being accompliſh'd Villains, to 
ire no more Inſtances, in waſhing their ſacrilegicus Hands 
the Blood of their moſh excellent and Chriſtian Prince. 
That they might out-do all thoſe /n/tances of Tyranny they 
charg'd their King with, they invaded all the Liberties and 
Properties of the Subject; they aftronted their King in almoſt 
every Motion they made, and charg'd him with Tyranny 
where he had gone according to Law, with the moſt un- 
Hameable Exactneſs. They inſulted the Houle of Lords, vaca- 
ted their moſt poſitive Orders with Contempt and Scorn 
terrify'd the Biſhops from attending the Service of their 
Houſe by their manag'd Mobs; chang'd the whole Conftitu- 
tion of an Engliſh Parliament, by excluding them, firſt from 
the Houſe of Lords, of which they were an eſſential Part, 
and then tyrannically impriſoning them, and afterwards 
Fripping them of all they had, which look'd very like an 
Invaſion of Property. As many Members as they could get 
any Advantage againſt, for their Honeſty and Fidelity to their 
Prince and Country, they turn'd out of the Houſe ; and by 
the Aſſiſtance of a mercenary Army, ſecluded all ſuch as 
could not come up to the utmoſt Extriwagancy of their 
Meaſures. They affrighted the Lay-Loras, by their manag'd 
Mobs, to conſent to thoſe Things which in Reaſin and Ho- 
nau they were bound to oppole ; and, at laſt, as they too 
well defery'd for their [ndifferency in d ending their Sove- 
reign, and the fundamental Conſtitution of Church and tate, vo- 
ted their Houſe uſeleſs and dangerous, and ſo diſcharg'd them 
of all Attendance on the Fublick. And when, by barba- 
ros Twmults, they had driven away the King, and none had 
any Gmmiſſun from bim to pals an Act, they ſet up them- 
ſelves for Diftators, vacated all former Laws, according, to 
hich the whole Tencur of their Proceedings were His b-T rea- 
— 2 fon, 
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ſon, and made their Ordinances to paſs for Als of Parliament 
all which were treaſonable too, and ipſo faſto void and null. 
For any Aſſembly of Men, among whom the Xing is not 
© either in Perſon, or by Commiſſion, who are not freely ho- 
© ſen to repreſent them by their try, who are not, when 
* they meet together, exactly obedient to the King's Laws, 
© or act any Thing againſt his legal Intereſts, or the Inte- 
© refts of the Nation, or meddle with thoſe Af airs which fall 
© not under their Cognizance, either by Statute-Lay, or by 
© Uſage of Parliament; all ſuch Aſſemblies are no better 
than donnright Riots or tumnltzons Aſſemblies ; their Aion 
© or Ke ſolut ions oblige no Body, but are all, in the Eye of the 
Law, treaſonable and void, as the Gentlemen of the long 
Robe very well know, and as was ſufficiently made out 
at the Tyyal of the Regicides. | | 
But the Managers of the great Rebellion, when they were 
only ſuch a riorows Aſſembly, laid what Burdens they pleas d 
upon their Brethren, ſuch Taxes as no Kings of England e- 
ver dream'd of, monthly Aſſeſſments, Sequeitrations, ima 
tions, Sales of King's and Church Lands, Moal Money, 2 
tion Money, and all with that ine xorable Severity, that they 
who were too poor to lend their gracious Sovereign 100000 
Pounds, were, by their worſe than Egyptian Tau- maſtert, 
forc'd, under their Government, to no leſs than forty 
Millions Sterling, for the Ruin of their King, their Laws, 
themſelves, and their unhappy Country: Fining, Impriſoning, 
Executing, were then put in Practice at another Rate than p 
ever had been under the Severities of the $ar-Chamber or 
 High-Commiſſion-Courts, All were fain to ſubmit to free 
Quarter, and perpetual Plunderings ; no Man could ſay that 
any Thing he had, was his own, and the Caftle of his Houſe 
was as little a Security to him, or his Family, as Salibwry- 
Plain, or New-Market Heath. But as for the Scots, who had 
led the Way in that fatal Rebellion, and the &iſh, who 
had been ſuch Favourites with the Faction here, for their 
Help to defiroy the great Earl of Strefford, and ſuch mer- 
cileſs Agents in the inhuman Maſſacre and Rebellion in their 
own Country, that God, to whom ö — belongs, 
in a few Years, gave them Blood plenteouſſy to drink, for 
they were worthy; and for our own Country- men, who 
were not contented to be free Subject under the eafief of Go 
vernments, and the beſ of Princes, they oon became unpity d 
Slaves to a ffinting Rump, a Herd ot enthuſiaſtical and in- 
ſatiable Wolves, and to an arbitrary and unſparing Tyrant 
from among themſetres, vate Rrange Surely in the hc 
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ſecution of his ambitiqus Aims, made him rerrible enough 
to his foreign Neighbours, but much more ſo to his own 
Country-men, who lay like ſo many Larks under the Ter- 
ror of the Hobby, and mord and complain d in vain a- 
gainſt the arbitrary Cruelty of the an Uſurper. But 
all which the three Nations ſuffer d then for their Rebellion, 
Perjury, 4nd their other crying Sins, was not enough to ex- 
piate their Guilt. The Blood which. was (hed in that infa- 
mous Defeclion from their Duty to God and the King, and, 
above all, that of the Raya! Martyr, and their wicked Pro- 
ſecution of his Children and Family, and the Continuance 
of thoſe, helliſh Principles upon which the Sins of that Age 
were founded among the Men of no Religion, and of n9 
Morals of our own, cry. (till aloud to Heaven in the ſame 
Terms as the Souls of them in the Revelation, wbo were 
ſlain for the Word of God, Rev. 6. 8, 9, and for the Teſti- 
mony which they held, and lay, in Expectation of Juſtice, 
under the Altar, us d — How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
du H than no: pudge aud avenge our Blood an them who dwell on 
the Exrtb?.. - = It's true, the Royal Martys imitated bis 
bleſſed Maſter in his Meekneſs and Patience thro all his 
mighty Sufterings, and in his forgiving his fooliſh and wnthink- 
ing Enemies ; but no Blood was ever expiatory for the Sins of 
who (bed it, but that of the incarnate Son of God; 
20g dhe ſhedding of that too, where compleat Repentance 
d not meet bis Father's. Anger, fell ſo heavy upon the 
Jens, and their Children, that it brought Wrath #pen them to 
the wttermoſt, .. And'l make no Doubt but that Blood ſo 
unjuſtly ſhed in the laſt Aue, notwithſtanding the flouriſh- 
mg Appearance of the Favourers of their impious Prin- 
aples, will be throughly viſited, in God's due Time, up- 
_ their ungodly Heirs and Succeflors in this Genera- 
on. $78 | — 
1 cannot be deny d, but that the Practices I have in- 
ſtanc J in the Rebellion, Perjury, Sacrilege, Murders, Breach 
of all diuine and human Las, and univerſal Oppreſſion practi- 
led by the Enemies of our Church and State, or the Par- 
liamentary Managers in 41, and which are ſo notorious as 
h be undeniable, were evil; but ſome will, it may be, 
_  Juppole, as I intimated, before, that thoſe very evil Ations 
> y 
were ſanctify d by that great and publick Good which the 
Actors in them aim d at. To coerce, to proſecute, to ani ing, 
to diſuberit, nay, to make ſure. Work, to murder a Prince 
tho reianing by never 0 juſt a Right, who was 4 Nani 
* of, or one Pho deſigu d to introduce Popery, who tr.quently 
| | en- 
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encroach'd upon the Liberty and Property of the Sujett, was 
a Work importing ſo much Good to "the Subjects of thele 
Nations, that, tho God may dams them eternally, and very 
juſtly, yet theſe Men muſt be very tngrateful:and hard- 
hearted, who won't, as our Ezgliſh-Beptnid Mriten expreſſes 
it, drop a Tear upon the Remembrance of the Funerals of fo ma- 
ny Worthies ¶ Calais Abridgmeut of Baxter s Lift; C. 10, 
(for he himſelf can't forbear Apologizing fot Bradſham) in 
our Iſracl, (I ſuppoſe he means afterithey had forſaken the 
Houſe of David, and the Temple at Feraſalem ] hd at 
once in 4 common Grate; We ll leave this pious Mork to 
the Calves- head (lab Men, and to the religions. Societies meet- 
ing in the Mug-Honſer: But ſome oſ a better Charatter ſeem 
to allow what the Rebels of 41 did, ſo far as the ſetting a- 
ſide Charles the 10}, of bleſſed Memory, when the Reprejſen- 
tatives of the People had once voted, that Religion, andi eve- 
ry Thing that was dear to them, was in Danger; and that, 
tho' every Thing done on ſuch an Occaſion may not be 
ſtrictiy regular, and therefore evil, 5 yo iti may be neceſſary, as 
-tending to ſecure the publick Gd; and therefore whatever 
St. Pauls Opinion was, not only tolerable, but juſtifiable. 
The Saxon Wittena Gemotes, and our latter Parliamentary Aſ- 
ſemblies, are ſuppos'd the beſt ſudges of what Princes, let their 
Rights and Titles be what they will, are beſt qualiſy d to go- 
vern, as the to Ede. vvere in t, ho, that they might diſ- 
1 their Prince, endeavour'd to repreſent him to the 
orld as a Man of very nr Underſtanding, and tainted in 
his Religion, and 4 Breaker of the Laws. But See Dawſon's Vin- 
dication,@c.]* the Laws of the (Country, and net the Rules of: the 
© Church, i. e. (the Rules of the Chriftian Religion, for 1 
* know of no other Rules the Church has) ought to be the 
© Meaſare of the Magiitrates Power, and conſequently the Di- 
© reltors of the Sabel Duty. — And yet I remember that 
great Oracle of Law, Sir Edward Cook, lays it down' as a 
Maxim, that, Whatever Law, or by what Authority ſo- 
ever enacted, is either contrary to Scripture, (which is 
© Repertory of the Religion, and the ſole Rule of the Church 
© of Chriſt) or to the Principles of tight Reaſon, that Law 
© is of it ſelf null and void: Which ſeems to be the juſter 
Axiom of the two. But the former is ſuppos d to be con- 
firm'd by an Induttion of Hiſtorical Inftances, drawn up by 
one of the greateſt Men this Nation ever had, [Stiling fleet, 
Biſhop of Worcefter} to prove, that our Magnates and Paria- 
ments always thought that tbey had Power to lay aſide a 
King unfit to govern, and to . another in his Rom, and 
1 5 2 ' trans- 
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transfer their Allegiance to him, when they judg d it for 
the public Good. Fl take them as they are laid together in 
a late Pamphlet, only adding ſome Obſerv@gons upon the 
Good procur'd to the Publick by ſuch Meaſures; for if no 
Good to the Publick ever follow'd ſuch Methods, it's 
enough to give us a ſhrewd Suſpicion, that as God never 
bleſs'd them, thoſe who purſu d them, were not ſuch wiſe 

Men, or true Lovers of their Country, as they pretended to be, 
or the deluded Multitude ſuppos'd them. 

And firſt, we are told how the Britiſh great Men ſet a- 
ſide Vertigerne, a very wicked Prince indeed, if Hiitorians 
do him no Wrong, and ſubſtituted Yortimer, his Son, in his 
Room. Vortimer, tho ſaid to be a Prince of great Virtue, 
enjoy d his Honour but a while, and his Father recover d 
the Throne again; and Yertigerne's inviting the Saxons over 
to aſſiſt him againſt the Scors and Pifs, was no uncommon 
Policy, tho' generally unfortunate; nor, it may be, ſo great 
a Crime as ſome of his great Men call'd it. As for Athel- 
ſtane, Matth. WeStwinſter calls him, without any Heſitation, 
the eldeſt Son of Edward the eder; he tells us, indeed, after- 
wards, a romantick: Story concerning his making away his 
Brother Edzyn, who was Edward's Son by his lawful Wife, 
and therefore had the true Right to the Crown ; but how 
much Probability there is in that Tale, I leave others to 
judge; tho' p:rhaps Baffardy in England, as well as in Nor- 
mandy, in thoſe Days, might not be look d upon as a Bar 
to Inheritance. As for Eadred, he was little more than 
Guardian to Ednyn, who govern'd but about ten Years, and 
"then Edzyn ſucceeded young enough, and tho' he bears 
an ill Character, and Dunſtan, Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, * 
was his Back Friend ; yer, for all his Folly, his great Men 
only parted the Kingdom of Mercia between him and his 
Brother — 4 and he dy d in Peace, as far as I can find, 

in the Poſſeſſion ot his own Part; but what Good his Sub- 
jects reap d from that Partition, or his great Ment divi- 
ding that Kingdom between the Brothers, we are yet to 
ſeek; ald it ſeems to me but an odd kind of Queſ ion 
at this Time of the Day.— How could there be any Diſ- 
pute about the Succeſſion between Harold and Harde Cuute, 
the Sons of Canutus the Dane, When one was on the Spot, 
and had the Pope and Clergy on his Side, and the Means to 
mage Friends of ſuch as were willing to rebel againit the 

gl Heir, who was far enough oft, and the ſame was the 
Caſe of the Sons of Edmund Ironſide ; it's an eaſy Matter to 
ſeize the Inheritance of another, when the right Heir is ag a 
-  * ®/Great Saint in thoſe Days, baniſh'd 
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baniſh'd Man, and the ill Practices of the great Men in thoſe 
Days did not make them a Whit the leſs perjur d, becauſe 
they never thought of it, and the publick Good gain'd 
that Injuſtice, was the violent Uſurpation of Harold, upon 
the Death of Edward the Confeſſr, whoſe Advancement to 
the Crown laid the Foundation of the Bloody Norman I- 
vaſion and Conqueſt. | | 
After the Conqueſt, as H:nry the firſt was an 1 4 
by the Help of the great Men, upon the Rights of bu e 
Brother Robert, ſo he taught Stephen to practiſe the fame 
Arts againſt his Daughter and Heir, Maud the Empreſs; 
and was not the publick Good wonderfully promoted by 
the Wars of Henry the firſt with his Brother, and the per- 
petual Rroili of Sephen with Maud and her Son Henry * That 
Henry compremis d the Matter with Stephen, without the Con- 
ſent of his Mother, does not appear: If he did it without, and 
unduti fully put her by her Right, neither he nor the Publick 
pot any Good by it ; his Troubles with Becker, and the Re- 
ellion of his own Sons, deforming his Reign very much, and 
ſufficiently revenging any Quarrel of his Mother ; but that 
the Nobility in Stephen's Time (ſhould believe themſelves 
not forſworn, upon transferring their Allegiance from Maud 
to Stephen, tho' the whole Nation wept Blood for it, was 
very ſtrange, and tho the Agreement of Stephen and Henry 
the ſecond might tend to the pub/ick Good, that aroſe from 
their Prudence, and not from the great Mens breaking their 
Oaths, and involving the whole Nation in Perjury ; and 
ſound Divintty never knew any Thing of ſuch an equitable 
Senſe to be put upon promiſſory Oaths, as might allow them 
to be laid aſide, without either the free Conſent of the Par- 
ties to whom they were made, or an utter Inpoſſibility of 
performing them. Another Inſtance for the Lawfulneſs 
of transferring Allegiance from one Family to another, 1s 
given in the Diſputes between the Houſes of York and 
Lancaſter, Henry the fourth, the Heir of the Houſe of Lu- 
caſter, by Induſtry and Money, rais d a Rebellion againſt 
Richard the ' ſecond, over-reachd him, depos'd him, and 
barbarouſly mprder'd him; was not this a ſevere Viſitation 
of the next Heir of Edward the Third, for bis Uſurpation 
of his Father's Throne, and permitting him to. be baſcly 
murder d by the Contrivance of Mortimer, who had de- 
bauch d his Mother > The Parliament, donbtleſs for the * 
publick Good, agreed well enough with Q. Iſabel in her 
unnatural Wickedneſs, and went as freely into the Mea- | 
lures of Henry the fourth, ] confels my {elf jeady - 
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think, that after Richard's Death, the Lancaſtrian Family 
had the better Title to the Crown; and I obſerve, that 
they were always united with, and loving, and aſſiſtant too 
to one another, when thoſe of the Houſe of York were emi- 
nent for nothing but P«rfidy' and Murder: But, after the 
forc'd Abdication of Richard, was either Henry or the Ne- 
tion the better, or the happier for it? Henry the fifth was 
brate, but very ſhort-liv'd, and all his Conqueſts dy d ſoon 
after him. H-nry the ſixth was a pious and excellent 
Prince, far from Cruelty or Ambition yet the latter Part 
of his Reign. was troubled with Rebellions and C vil deſo- 
lating Wars, and his Grand- father Treachery and Rebellion 
was reveng'd in his Depoſition firſt, and them in the cruel 
Murder of kim and bis Son by the Dyke of Gloureſter. Upon 
the Declenſion of Henry's Affairs, Richard Duke of York put 
in his Claim to the Crown: The Parliament, for the 
publick Good to be ſure, fell in with him, the three Hen- 
rys were voted only reputed Kings, or Uſurpers ; Richard 
had more than once ſworn Fidelity to Henry, but he broke 
his Oath, and paid his Life in the Field for his Perjury. 
On Henry's Murder, Edzard the fourth, as Heir of the 
Houſe of York, took the Crown, reign'd in a licencions 
Manner, left two Sons behind him, from whom a Parlia- 
ment could eaſily transfer their Allegiance, and they were 
difinherited, and clandeſtine'y murder d by their Uncle, that 
Aonſter of Mankind, Richard the third; and was it not 
much for the Nation's Intereſt that ſo many Princes, ſo 
many of the Nobility, ſo many of the Gentry, aud fo 
many of the Commons, as our Chronicles report, loſt 
their Lives in thoſe Civil Wars between the two unhap- 
muy cootending Familics ? U A 
pon the whole: All that I can obſerve, amounts to 
this, that every one laying Claim to the Crown, has plead- 
ed a legal Right to the Succeſſion ; ſo Henry the firſt, 
Stephen, Henry the fourth, eſpecially after Richard's Mur- 
der, Edzard the fourth, Richard the third, Henry the ſe- 
venth, whether their Claim was good and jult or no, 
doubtleſs the three Eſtates in Parliament, examining Matters 
carefully and impartially, might know well enough; but 
I find that Afozcy end the longeſt Sword made Parliaments, 
without any Regard to their Oaths, but only for their own 
Convenience, vote and gyvote any Thing, as is particu- 
larly evident 1n the latter Part of the Reign of Henry the 
Sixth, when they voted Richard of York the right Heir of the 
| gran, and Henry only a we fatto, permiſſive King; upon 
=_ „** Richards 
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Richard's Fall, he was the rightf»! King again; upon EA. 
ward the fourth's Succeſs, Henry was an Uſurper ; upon his 
Refteration by Nevil, the great Earl of Warwick, Edward, 
was again become a Rebel, a Trayter, and an Uſarper ; all 
which was undone again upon the Defeat of Neil, A 
ry's powerful Supporter; ſuch ſteddy Guides were the Mi,. 
dom of the Nation, and the pablick Good they did, we ſhould. 
be glad to find out. While the three Henrys reign'd, and 
as the Duke of York's Parliament determin d, were only 
Kings in Poſſeſſion; yet, while they had the Sword in their * 
Hands, it would have been hard to have found 4 Fudge of 
Courage enough to have acquitted that Man, whom they, by 

their Counſel learned, ſhould have charg'd with Treafon, 
and prov'd them guilty of plating againſt their Lives and 
Government. Commell had bis Judges too, who could con- 
demn Engliſh Men as Traytors againft him, tho he himſelf 
was the greateſt Traytor of all the reſt, And the Rump had 
their High Court of Fuſtice, who could condemn the King 
himfelf for Treaſon, when he only was innocent, and 
every one of them Traytors in Grain, and ſome of them 
came to the Gallows, as their unqueſtionable Due, at haſt. 
But it would be worth while for he Gentleman to tell us, 
whether, if 4 King de fałlo, or merely by Poſſeſſion, were 
not able to protect his Judges in giving Sentence upon any 
charg'd with Treaſon againſt him, from the Revenge of 
the King de Fore, or the rightful Heir, any of thoſe Judges 
would think fit to condemn the reputed Traytor ? As for 
a Rule of Conſcience, it's not to be ſound in any bumaen Lew; 
Conſcience can be founded upon nothing, but an infallible 
Principle, drawn from the plain Word of God. hethee 
breaking Oaths lawfully impos d, and which may be law- 
fully kept, be Per jury, or not, I leave to any ſober Man to 

| — Whether Men 8 themſelves without Sin, 
on Pretence of the publick Good, I leave to them too. To 
believe that the mejor Part of 4 Parliamentary Aſſembiy may 
have very often involy'd this Nation in Perjury ſince the 
Conqueſt, is neither Felony nor Treaſon that i know of; 
nor can L imagine that theſe Nations would have got any 
Good in the lime of the great Rebellion, by traniferring their 


Allegiance from Charles the firſt, their natural King, to 
Lewis the thirteenth of France, any more than they did by 
transferring it to the rebelliaus Kump, or to the Thrant 
Gomwell, In ſhort, the beſt I can make of all-Pleas:for 
breaking the Obligarien of lawful pr yOaths,amounts 
to no more than that Paſlage of tbe Tragedian, ytuch is ſaid 
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have been often in the Mouth of Julius Ceſar, when he 
rain d ſo hard to make i imſelf the Head of the Roman Com—- 
mon- wealth. If Right or an Oath may be broken upon 
* any Account, it muſt be for the getting of a Kinadom, in * 
all other Caſes the Rules of Piety ought to be obſerv d 
but [Falins (aſar, unleſs ii the modern Senſe, was never 
thought a Man' of a very tander Conſcienſgcge. 
They were Doctrine of this Nature, which put theſe un- 
happy Natious into a Ferment in the Beginnings of the 
t Rebellion, which levell'd the true Conſtitution of 
Pa our-Brit1/þ Church and State with the Ground, which de- 
thran'd: and murder d the beſt of Princes, and made the 
three Kingdoms one great Field of Blood. They were not 
the ices or Impitties of the Sovereign.” nor any Tyranny or Cu- 
elty of his, which znvolv'd the Nation in ſuch unparallelſid 
Calamities ; no; ſus Virtues delay d thoſe Vials of Wrath 
fora while, which were ready to have been pour d out upon 
, as the Life of good Jofiab, for ſome Years; kept oft the 
Deliruction of the Fewiſh+ Monarchy : - When Charles was 
murder d, Hell broke looſe, and accurſed Spirits converſsd 
among us, eren at Noon-Day ; when, in a lucid Interval, 
we came to our felves, God in Mercy reſtor d our Fudges a6 
«the forſt, and our Counſellors as at the Beginning; but when 
Pride, and Fulueſt of Bread, and Forgetfu/neſ: of that God who had. 
done ſo great Things forus, prevail'd again, as if we thought 
our ſelves deliver d oni to commit all Manner of Abominations, 
God left us to return to out former Follics too, and we 
are every Day pay ing dear for our Inadvertencies; as the 
Ven thought they found ſome of the Duſt of the golden Calf 
in all Their after-Suflerings, ſo ne may find: ſome Drops of 
the Royal Martyr's Blood in all the Brite that have ſince 
come upon ue. O that we were wiſe, that we underſtood this, 
tbat we numſd conſiden aur latter Ends, that we might purge out 
dur wicked Principles, and ſo renounce and abjure our ungodly 
mud rabellious Fractiert, that the bitter Mourning which this 
| wy pow calls for, might be chang d into cheerful Feating, 
and ſinging Praiſes to our God for his gracious e bis 
Hand upon ns, and his purging out all our Drofs; and taking awi 
all am Tin. I; God look not thus in Mercy Ls, cis | 
| my periſh, we all periſh; ĩf wewilt not honour him N A- 
TTY wg ce, l loviag Right 185 and waking: ſumbiy with 
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| on trom his Freſence. Io prevent which effectually. 
hung to yon now, L lay to all, Acpent. W N f 
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